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was / were + verb-ing
1. Form
	
	I / he / she / it
	you / we / they

	+
	I was playing.
	They were playing.

	–
	She wasn't playing.
	We weren't playing.

	?
	Was he playing?
	Were you playing?

	Short answers
	Yes, he was. / No, he wasn't.
	Yes, we were. / No, we weren't.


2. When do we use it?
	Ситуація
	Example
	Українською

	Дія тривала в певний момент у минулому
	At 8 pm yesterday I was watching TV.
	Вчора о 8-й я дивився телевізор (саме в той момент).

	Дві дії одночасно
	I was reading while Mum was cooking.
	Я читав, поки мама готувала.

	Довга дія, яку перервала коротка
	I was sleeping when the phone rang.
	Я спав, коли задзвонив телефон.


3. Key words
at 5 o'clock yesterday · at that moment · all day yesterday · while · when
4. Past Continuous or Past Simple?
	Past Continuous — довга дія, «фон»
	Past Simple — коротка дія, «подія»

	I was walking home…
	…when it started to rain.

	While we were playing…
	…the teacher came in.


Past Continuous = що я робив у той момент (процес).
Past Simple = що сталося (факт).
